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ELECTIVE COURSES 
 

FRENCH I, GERMAN I, SPANISH I    Full Year 

 
8th grade students who choose to take a World Language in middle school will earn one high  

school credit towards the completion of the Michigan Merit curriculum. 
 
Students may select French 1, German 1 or Spanish 1.  The emphasis in our world language 
classes is to help students communicate using the new language.  You can expect to do online 
activities with the language, create and present power points on interesting cultural topics, 
and play various games to practice your grammar skills.  You will learn vocabulary relating to 
family, friends, school, sports, and food.  
 
Writing and acting out skits that mirror real-life situations and other mini-conversations in 
class are typical activities that assist students in writing the language, practicing their 
pronunciation, and speaking the language in a variety of situations.  Student participation is 
strongly emphasized. 
 

This course is equivalent to the first-year language courses offered at the high schools.  
Successfully completing a language course in middle school would count as one of the 
required credits for graduation. 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE ADVENTURES    One Semester 

 
Fasten your seat belts, adventurers!  Take the role of a world explorer as you journey through four different 
languages and cultures:  French, German, Japanese and Spanish.  Earn your passports as you learn basic words 
and phrases while engaging in games and projects.  Interact with your classmates in other languages while 
having the time of your life! 
 
This course will introduce you to the four world language options while providing the essential building blocks 
for success to meet the world language graduation requirement.  Please be aware that this class will not earn a 
credit towards the requirement.  Discover the traveler in you in this exciting exploration of world languages and 
cultures!  
 

CONCERT BAND  Full Year 

 
Comprised of both 7th and 8th graders, Concert Band is the starter band for students who are 
new to middle school or even new to music entirely!  Learn new skills on your instrument and 
play a variety of music, including rock, themes from movies and shows, marches and more!  
We perform at regular Holmes concerts, Bandorama and Collage.  Solo and small ensemble 
performance opportunities are available and encouraged. 
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SYMPHONIC BAND                                Full Year 

 
This is the most advanced band at Holmes.  We play a lot of fun, familiar music as well, 
but also cover some challenging band literature that will brighten up your school day!  
We march at a home game with the Stevenson High School marching band, are 
introduced to the cool world of jazz, and perform at the incoming 7th grade open house!  
We also perform at regular Holmes concerts, Bandorama, Collage, and 8th grade 
Honors Night.  Solo and small ensemble performance opportunities are available and 
encouraged.  Students are placed in Symphonic Band through audition or teacher 
recommendation. 
 

CONCERT ORCHESTRA     Full Year 

 

Orchestra is a mixed 7th and 8th grade ensemble, which gives everyone the chance to 
learn from each other and become a close knit group.  Advanced orchestra students will 
also form a chamber ensemble that performs at festival.  Think orchestra is just about 
playing fourteenth century dance music?  Think again!  In the Holmes orchestra, we play 
everything from Bach to rock!  We perform at regular Holmes concerts, String Fling and 
Collage.  Solo and small ensemble performance opportunities are available and 
encouraged. 

 

CONCERT CHOIR             One or Two Semesters 

 
Concert Choir is a large ensemble that will perform at school and community events as well 
as one or more concerts each semester.  Students will learn what a quality choral sound is 
and be taught the techniques necessary to produce it.  Emphasis will be on performance, 
but students will also be introduced to basic music theory, sight singing and music history.  
The choir will be exposed to different types of choral literature from the renaissance to the 
modern era.  Attendance is required at all after school rehearsals and performances. 
 
Students who wish to take Concert Choir all year should select Concert Choir for both 1st 
and 2nd semester. 
 

SHOP:  TOOLS & MATERIALS PROCESSING    One Semester 

 
This NEW activity-based “hands-on” shop class is open to all 7th and 8th grade students.  It will give students 
knowledge of various hand and power tools with an overview into working with woods, plastics, and metals that 
are commonly used in industry today.  Students will apply what they learn into building various hands-on class 
projects, such as making aluminum rings, jigsaw puzzle, wood airplane, metal candle holder, belt buckle or paper 
weight, hockey board, etc. (projects are subject to change).  Emphasis is placed on safety, organization, time 
management and responsibility.  This is an excellent LIFE-SKILLS class for ALL students and will give insight 
towards related technologies and skilled-trade careers.  This intro class can be continued into various high school 
programs. (STEM Pathway) 
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DESIGN AND MODELING      One Semester 

 

NEW CLASS!! Students discover the design process and develop an understanding of the 
influence of creativity and innovation. The class will have a hands-on content with students 
applying what they learn into creating 3D sketches, computer aided drawings (CAD), designing 
and building CO2 car, 3D printing and more. This entry-level class will give insight toward 
related career pathways and can be continued into several related high-school or career center 
programs. (STEM Pathway utilizing Project Lead The Way Curriculum)  
 

 DIGITECH (Digital Creation and Exploration)    One Semester 

 
NEW CLASS!! This course will guide students deeper into technology as they learn about programming by 

blending hardware design and software development, allowing students to discover 
computer science cponcepts and skills. Students will create relevant, tangible and shareable 
projects. Students will use computers and other digital devices. (STEM Pathway utilizing 
Project Lead The Way Curriculum) 
 
 
 
 

CREATIVE EXPRESSION    One Semester 
 

7TH and 8th grade students in this course will experiment with different genres in writing.  Students will explore 
the reading – writing connection as it applies to the creative writing process.  Students will 
be given many opportunities to create a variety of writing products based on student 
interest and need.  Various writing styles and genres will be explored, along with imaginative 
ways for the writers to display their final written pieces.  Examples may include video 
productions, school newscasts, and digital storytelling. 
 

VISUAL ART    One Semester 

 
Unleash the artist within! 
 
Come and discover new ways to showcase your creativity and express who you are.  This course is designed to 
provide students with the opportunity to work with a wide variety of media and produce quality two and three-
dimensional works of art. 
 
Drawing, painting, and sculpture will be explored with emphasis on the principles and 
elements of art.  Media may include pencil, colored pencil, scratchboard, paint, clay, and 
paper mache. 
 
Remember….art fosters creativity and problem solving techniques that are beneficial in other 
classes and essential in life.  
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ART AND DESIGN    One Semester 

 

Did you realize that art is all around us?  Behind the images and objects in our everyday 
world is an artist who had an idea and turned it into reality.  You can be that artist! 
 
In this imaginative course, students will use drawing, painting, sculpture, and other 
techniques to create art with a purpose.  Projects may include designing, building and/or 
advertising new products.  In addition, illustrating book covers, designing t-shirts, 
cartooning, and photography may be explored. 
An emphasis will be placed on the principles and elements of design, which will guide you 
to create eye catching and well-crafted works of art! 
 

FOODS AND FABRICS    One Semester 

 
Want to have an opportunity to experience creative satisfaction?  Learn new skills in the areas 
of food preparation and sewing in this divided 20-week course. 
 
The 10-week sewing portion of this class will focus on basic sewing skills.  The students will 
work on various projects such as a gym bag, pillowcase, boxers or pants and a novelty pillow.  
There is a materials fee for these projects. 

 
The food portion of the class will focus on food/kitchen safety and sanitation, proper 
measuring, correct use of kitchen tools, basic cooking procedures, teamwork, and consumer 
skills.  Various cooking units will be covered, such as breads, soups, eggs, pastries and creative 
food days with a nutritional focus throughout. 
 

EXPLORING FOODS    One Semester  

 

 
 
Are you a foodie?  Are you looking to make more than a bowl of cereal for a snack?  This course may be 
something you will enjoy.  The emphasis in this class will be on food/kitchen safety and sanitation, proper 
measuring, correct use of kitchen tools, basic cooking procedures, teamwork and consumer skills.  Various 
cooking units will be covered, such as breads, soups, eggs, cakes, fruits and vegetables, along with creative food 
days with a nutritional focus throughout. 
 
Students will use technology to explore the relationship between good nutrition and a healthy lifestyle. 
 


